Title 
The Charis Project resources for Science, French, German, English and Mathematics (KS3 / 11-14 years)
The Charis Project resources for Science, French (2 books), German (2 books), English (2 books) and Mathematics (2 books) (KS4 / 14-16 years)
Type of Material

Teachers’ books containing lesson plans and worksheets etc.

Target group

Teachers in state schools and Christian schools teaching pupils ages 11-16 years.

Author and country of origin / contact

Authors – various

Editors: John Shortt and Alison Farnell 
The Stapleford Centre, The Old Lace Mill, Frederick Road, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8FN, UK.

www.stapleford-centre.org.

Original language

English.

Summary
In England and Wales, all teachers, in all schools are required to promote pupils’ spiritual and moral development through all subjects in the school curriculum.  Since 1992, this has been inspected by the Office for Standards in Education and their findings are included in the school Inspection report.  When it was introduced, there were no resources available to help teacher to do this, and many thought it was impossible.

The Stapleford Centre developed the Charis Project, led by John Shortt with Alison Farnell, to produce some resources for several subjects in the secondary curriculum (for pupils aged 11-16 years). These were Christian resources to promote spiritual and moral development of pupils’.
The 5 subjects chosen were Science, Mathematics, English, French and German.  These were chosen because they were core subjects in the curriculum and The Stapleford Centre had the subject expertise to do them.

The resources are complementary to other resources.  Each lesson or module has two aims:

· a curriculum aim, matching it with the national curriculum

· a spiritual and moral aim

The materials provide models which teachers can use, or which they can base their own lessons on, having used the Charis resources to see what is possible and can be done within the prescribed curriculum. 

The examples provided a method to help teachers identify opportunities to focus on aspects of spiritual and moral development within their schemes of work and lesson plans.  These resources are from a Christian perspective and understanding of spiritual and moral development.  It is obviously possible for spiritual and moral development to be based on another belief system or worldview. The book Making Sense of Spiritual Development was written after the Charis resources and outlined the importance of ‘spiritual understanding’ ie the belief system adopted, in shaping spiritual development.

The following is taken from the project rationale:

“The teachers in the writing teams have sought to produce materials which will help their colleagues to create the opportunities set out above. In particular, they are concerned to:

· enable teachers to respond to the challenge of educating the whole person 

· help teachers to focus on the spiritual and moral dimensions inherent in their subject 

· encourage pupils towards a clearer understanding of Christian perspectives on the fundamental questions that arise in all areas of knowledge 

· contribute to the breadth, balance and harmony of pupils' knowledge and understanding 

It is recognised that there is much that is held in common among people of various faith perspectives and of no particular religious outlook. Values are often very widely shared and there can be quite general agreement on what is true, beautiful or good. The Charis resources seek to promote these common values. At the same time, the reasons why they are held and the basic beliefs about reality in which they are grounded differ from one perspective to another. These fundamental differences lead to different total outlooks and to detailed differences on which qualities, attitudes and actions are truly moral and/or spiritual. The Charis Project is based on the belief that these differences and the distinctives of the Christian perspective are significant and that understanding this is an important element in a pupil's education and personal development and a positive preparation for life in our contemporary plural society.”

The resources were produced to be Christian resources able to be used in the state school sector. Consequently, for some Christian schools, they are not Christian enough, and for some state schools, they are too Christian!

Reference to reality tests

Used in many different types of school in the UK.


















