Title 
The REthinking series of publications.
Type of Material

A series of pedagogical publications for Religious Education teachers developed to improve teaching and learning in RE in the UK state school context.
Target group

Teachers of Religious Education.

Author and country of origin / contact

Various authors.

The Stapleford Centre, The Old Lace Mill, Frederick Road, Stapleford, Nottingham NG9 8FN, UK.

www.stapleford-centre.org.

Original language

English.

Summary
In the UK, Religious Education (RE) is compulsory in state schools. Each of the 4 countries has its own national curriculum with different requirements for RE. In England, there is a new (2005) national Framework which acts as a guide for each Local Authority as they devise their own Locally Agreed Syllabus. RE teachers must teach Christianity, but also other major world faiths and significant worldviews, including humanism.

Many RE teachers are not specially trained and a lot of Christian teachers find themselves teaching RE just ‘because they are interested in religion’.

The REthinking series of books aims to improve teaching and learning in RE by providing RE teachers, and particularly the non-specialist teacher, with good practice examples.

The series tackles a range of topics. Each book introduces the teacher to the issues, referring to recent research where appropriate, and then gives practical examples from classroom practice.

Books in the series include:

1. Encouraging thinking in RE

2. Brain based learning: lessons for RE

3. Using stories and poetry to stimulate thinking in RE

4. Try something different- approaches to teaching and learning in RE

5. Planning challenging RE lessons

6. Planning for effective learning- differentiation and assessment

7. Story and storytelling in RE

8. Concept cracking – a practical way to teach big ideas in RE

9. God, faith and the classroom

10. Using drama in RE- making the abstract concrete

11. Spirituality: an approach through Christian spiritual traditions

12. Rethinking moral and character development

Future books will include:

Use of IT in RE

Teaching Worldviews in RE

Adding a Global Dimension to the teaching of RE

Reference to reality tests

Widely used by teachers in state schools and received positive reviews.


















