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Title 
Lesson plans to accompany the video of The Story of Jesus for Children, known in the UK as The Jesus Quest.
Type of Material

Religious Education Lessons about the ministry of Jesus.
Target group

Primary school pupils aged 8 – 11 years in state schools, suitable for all religious backgrounds.
Author and country of origin / contact

Anne Roche, England.
The film can be obtained through Agape, known in some countries as Campus Crusade for Christ. The English website, www.agape.org.uk, has links to countries across Europe and the film can be found on these links.

The CD-Rom with lesson plans, glossary, still photographs from the film, can be ordered from www.agape.org.uk. 
More details about the schools edition can be found on the website: www.thejesusquest.com.  

Original language

English

Film available from  www.agape.org.uk, in Albanian, Arabic, Belorussian, Bulgarian, Croatian, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Polish, Portuguese, Romania, Russian, Serbian, Slovak, Spanish, Italian, Latvian, Ukranian, and many more non-European languages.
Summary

Our aim was to devise lessons to be used in conjunction with The Jesus Quest film, that could be used successfully in primary schools by teachers with little or no understanding of Christianity, to enable pupils to understand the scope and breadth of Jesus’ life and ministry.

The film shows a group of children at the time of Jesus discussing his ministry and witnessing first-hand the events of the last week of Jesus’ life.  One of the children, Sarah, already believes he is the Messiah.  Others, like Benjamin, are not sure, and the film shows his journey of faith as he comes to believe in Jesus in spite of the opposition of his father.

The film lasts one hour, so should be shown in 2 parts, with an introduction and a follow-up time for pupils to explore the issues raised.

We produced a variety of lessons on a CD ROM to be sold with the Schools version of the film, which does not have an evangelistic appeal at the end.

The lesson plans fall broadly into two categories.  They address a wide variety of learning styles, and give pupils the opportunity to reflect and bring their own ideas to the lessons, also to use their creative skills of drama, art and music to respond to the film.

In addition to the lesson notes, we produced a glossary of terms used in the film so that teachers could explain these to the pupils, and also a set of background notes to enable teachers to understand some of the concepts and background to the attitudes of Jesus’ contemporaries.

Reference to reality tests

Following my initial plans, a group of teachers formed a working party to devise further lesson plans to be used in conjunction with this film.  The lessons were piloted and refined in their schools, and the finished versions are available on a CD Rom which accompanies the schools version DVD in the U.K. which is available from www.agape.org.uk.
The children said, “I didn't know that other people carried Jesus' cross.  Grown-ups and children could learn more about Jesus by watching this film.“
