Title 
E-mail project.
Type of Material

Guidelines/handouts for students, modern languages.
Target group

Students of English as a foreign language, especially in Christian schools (5th/6th year of learning English), intermediate.
Author and country of origin / contact

Katie Hoogerheide, The Netherlands, Jacobus Fruytier Scholengemeenschap, Apeldoorn;

Barbara Reuter, Germany, Georg-Müller-Schule, Bielefeld; www.gms-net.de.  

Original language

English.

Summary

The guidelines cover 7 topics about learning English and school life, (Christmas) traditions, Christian values and expectations for the future. They contain assignments, provide students with questions to ask, expressions to use, a checklist of required elements for getting credit marks, a schedule etc.

Reference to reality tests

It has been used twice in different classes (5th/6th year of learning English) by Katie Hoogerheide and Barbara Reuter in 2005 and 2006.

Most of the students enjoyed it, in 2005 it was followed by an exchange visit. In 2006 students wanted to expand their vocabulary with Christian words and expressions. About half of the students continued mailing privately. All of them appreciated the opportunity to use their English in a real life situation.
Email Exchange Project Autumn 2005

(B. Reuter Georg -Müller Schule, Bielefeld, Germany

K. Hoogerheide – Jacobus Fruytier Scholengemeenschap, Apeldoorn, Netherlands)

IMPORTANT

Send your emails to your partner’s email address. The easiest and safest way is to click on the answer button (Antworten). If you only have the print out you have to type it in.

Copy ALL your emails to: (teacher's e-mail address). That’s how you get credit for your work!

Label each email in the subject line (Betreff) carefully: NAME-NUMBER-TOPIC
For example, Stella’s first would be: Stella #1—Introduction.

Save all your emails and the answers you get from your Dutch correspondent!

Each email must have a minimum of 200 words.

Schedule:
Topics:

Introduction

About yourself (name, character, appearance—what you look like), your family (members, characteristics), and your home/village—what is special about where you live? Maybe it would be interesting for him/her, if you or your parents were not born in Germany etc.

React to your partner’s email. Answer all his/her questions. If possible, identify a common point with your partner. You will now have two levels of conversation with your partner: (1) personal (hobbies, sports, music), and (2) topics from your teacher.

So, here’s the “teacher topic”: you also have English lessons in common. Hopefully your partner wrote something about his/her English lessons. Answer the questions and write about our English lessons. What books does our class use? What are you learning now? What do you like or not like about the English lessons? (Remember, I will not not mark your opinion, only if your English is adequate.)

Ask about their other subjects and lessons. Asking good questions will help you get good answers.

English and other lessons

React to what they wrote about the lessons. Use that to tell a bit about what you do in your lessons. Be sure to tell what you like/dislike about our system of learning.

Write about how learning at our school is organized. What subjects are required? Which can you choose as extra? What languages do you learn? What science and math subjects? Do you have extracurricular activities (offered after school)? Sports? Music? Arts?

Don’t forget the personal aspect! If you can’t think of anything else to write, you could tell them what you hope to do in the holiday. What is your dream holiday? Ask them what their dream holiday is!

Answer all his/her questions.

School environment

Answer any questions they ask/react to anything important that they said.

You both go to Christian schools. Describe the environment at our school. Are the students respectful to the teachers? Do the teachers show care and concern about the students? What kinds of punishments do you get for breaking rules? Do you think discipline at our school is effective? What do you like/dislike? What could be better (to improve the school environment)?

Find out more about the Dutch school. Remember—asking good questions will help you get good answers!

Don’t forget the personal aspect! That should be rolling along quite nicely now, but if you need another idea, try this—if you could live in/visit any country in the world, which would it be? Why? What would your partner choose?

Special Christmas traditions

Every family/culture has its own special family traditions, especially in terms of food and events around the holiday season. Find out what those are for your email partner. What does he or she find special about where/how s/he lives?

Tell what the most important things are about Germany. What should someone see if they come to visit you? What foods should s/he try? What special family traditions do you have? Maybe you could tell what your Christmas season will be like!

Try to include a typical German joke or story (in English, of course)!

Don’t forget to react to the email you got back! Answer their questions, and feel free to ask them more details if you don’t understand something.

*Don’t forget that you are writing a letter. So, your challenge is to make this all flow without looking like you have to ask specific questions from your teacher. Try to make it personal, not just an assignment!

As some of you have already visited Jacobus Fruytiers you may have more background information and may want to ask slightly different questions. This is OK with me, as long as you tell me about it. 

I do hope you will enjoy this project and get to know your partner well. Of course you can continue mailing privately. A second cycle is planned in spring.

Creative ways of asking questions:

I’m curious about . . .

I was wondering . . .

Could you tell me . . .?
Possible letter endings:

Sincerely, 

Yours,

All the best, 
Hope to hear (back) from you soon, 
Cheers, 
Later!
Your Grade: a TEST mark

Faithfulness = 4 points

(You lose one point for each email that is late, not sent, or not 200 words; if you have problems with your email partner but you TELL me on time about those problems, you will not lose these points)

Random email check = 6 points

(I will check ONE of your emails very carefully; it will be the same one for the whole class, so if you didn’t send that one, you won’t earn any points.)

2 points = spelling/grammar

2 points = writing fluency/the breadth of your vocabulary (use your dictionary!)

2 points = the content of your email; how well it fulfils the assignment

For each email, check these things:

( Did I answer all the questions in my partner’s email?

( Did I answer all the questions on my assignment sheet?

( Did I read back through my email to check on spelling and grammar?!?

( Did I type 200 or more words?

( Did I put a subject label on my email? (NAME-NUMBER-TOPIC)

( Did I send it on or before the due date?

Email Exchange Project (B. Reuter –  K. Hoogerheide) Spring 2006

REMEMBER

Send your emails to your partner’s email address. The easiest and safest way is to click on the answer button (Antworten). If you only have the print out you have to type it in.

Copy ALL your emails to:(teacher's e-mail address). That’s how you get credit for your work!

Label each email in the subject line (Betreff) carefully: NAME-NUMBER-TOPIC
For example, Stella’s first would be: Stella #1—Introduction.

Save all your emails and the answers you get from your Dutch correspondent!

Each email must have a minimum of 200 words.

Schedule:
Topics:

Christian values

If you did not keep up the contact privately, take it up again. Some (all?) of you will meet in Bielefeld soon. 

You already exchanged information and opinions about your Christian school. Now tell your partner what it means for you to be a Christian. If you are not sure you want to be called a Christian, write about your questions on the Christian faith and / or your doubts.

What church do you go to? What is the structure of your church service? What does it mean for you to go to church? How does knowimg about God change your view on life? If you don't go to church, tell him/her if you are a member of a (youth) group or a club, and/or what you usually do on a Sunday.

Find out what kind of church your email partner attends and what God means to him/her.

The future 

At the end of this semester you will have completed an important part of your school education. Share with your partner what you hope to study after that. What do you want to be doing in ten years? Where do you want to live? What kind of job do you want to be doing?

Find out the same information about your email partner.

“Free topic”

With your partner decide on a topic for this last “official” email.

*Don’t forget that you are writing a letter. So, your challenge is to make this all flow without looking like you have to ask specific questions from your teacher. Try to make it personal, not just an assignment! As some of you have already visited Jacobus Fruytiers you may have more background information and may want to ask slightly different questions. This is OK with me, as long as you tell me about it. 

*Of course you can continue mailing privately.
Your emails will be graded. So for each email, check these things:

( Did I answer all the questions in my partner’s email?

( Did I answer all the questions on my assignment sheet?

( Did I read back through my email to check on spelling and grammar?!?

( Did I type 200 or more words?

( Did I put a subject label on my email? (NAME-NUMBER-TOPIC)

( Did I send it on or before the due date?
NL 1	Thursday, November 3�(Introduction—to ...)


 


GM 1		Thursday, November 10�		(Introduction—to your email partner; cc to





NL 2		Tuesday, November 15


GM 2		Thursday, November 17





NL 3		Tuesday, November 22


GM 3		Thursday, November 24





NL 4		Tuesday, November 29


GM 4		Thursday, December 1








NL 5	Week 12: March 20 – 24.Christian values


GM 5	Week 13: March 27 – 31 Christian values�


NL 6	Week 14 April 3 – 7 The future


GM 6	Week 17 April 24 - 28





NL 7	Week 18 May 1 – 5 “Free topic”


GM 7	Week 19 May 8 - 12








