Title 
Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom's Cabin, Easy classics, Aschehoug, Denmark, ISBN 87-11-09052-9 (in Germany: Ernst Klett Verlag ISBN 3-12-545310-0).
Type of Material

Teaching unit, worksheets etc., English as a foreign language. 

Target group

Class 8 (4th year of learning English, age 13-14) Gesamtschule (Comprehensive school) pre-intermediate. 

Author and country of origin / contact

Barbara Reuter, Germany

Georg-Müller-Schule, Detmolder Straße 284, 33605 Bielefeld, Germany

www.gms-net.de.  

Original language

Students' assignments in English.

Summary

In Germany most textbooks for English as a foreign language contain units on the USA, some of them with texts on African Americans, the origins of „Black Music“, slavery, etc. Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe can be embedded in these topics. 

My starting point was the textbook (English G 2000 D E4 by Cornelsen) with a text on Black Music, then we read UTC, discussed topics in class, students had to do assignments and present a folder, which was marked. At the end of the unit we returned to the textbook and read texts on the Civil Rights Movement and Martin Luther King. The topics in class included looking at passages from the Bible. One of the assignments included Tom and his Bible. Students were asked to write on his reading problems and what it meant to him in times of trouble.

Reference to reality tests

I used it with modifications three times, in 2001, 2004, 2005. It was quite a challenge for the students, as they had been used to working with textbooks only. Most of them enjoyed it and the results were quite encouraging.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin

by Harriet Beecher Stowe

In the next few weeks we will read this book and talk about it. At the end you should have a folder that will be marked.

Hints for better understanding the book:

1. Words you don’t know



forget them or guess what they may mean.



If they come up again and again follow these steps:




* are they familiar from German?




* are they familiar from other English words?




* look at the context




* ask someone




* look them up in the dictionary

3. Keep in mind the following questions:



What?

(main point)



Who?

(people)



Where? 

(places)



When?

(time)



Why?

(reasons)



How?

How to keep your folder

Design a front page.

Number your pages, the first (or the last) should be „table of contents“.

Keep a personal „list of words and phrases“. Choose at least one word or phrase from each page and write down the German meaning. Learn them.

Do the worksheets. Sometimes you may choose between easy and more difficult

    assignments (Aufgaben).

5. You may add whatever you wish


e.g. drawings, maps, newspaper clippings (even if they are in German)


prints of websites, your thoughts and impressions etc.

I hope you’ll enjoy this new type of work and of course the book itself.

First assignment 

In your textbook you will find An American timeline on page 67. Find out what happened from 1861-1865. You may use your textbook, ask someone, look into your history book, or ...

Assignment 2

There are 28 chapters in the novel. Make a list with headings and page numbers.

Assignment 3

Continue these statements.

Mr Shelby sold Tom, because ...

George wanted to escape to Canada, because ...

Mrs Shelby and the servants held Haley up, because ...

Assignment 4

In this novel a lot of people promise something. (They don’t always use the word promise.)

a) As you go through the story write down who promised what. b) Do they keep their promises? Make sure to give page (p.) and line (l.)

Mr Shelby to Haley: I want you to promise me that you’ll never sell Tom to anybody who’ll not treat him well. (p.16, l. 25)

Mrs Shelby to Mr Shelby: Tom! You promised him his freedom only the other day. (p.17, l. 30f.)

Assignment 5

What do white people say about niggers (black people)? Find some statements. 

What is your opinion?

Assignment 6

In the novel there are two storylines: Uncle Tom and Eliza. Find

the places Tom had to go to and important people in his life

the places Eliza went to and important people in her life.

Assignment 7

Answer the questions at p. 119 (true or false, correct the false ones) and do the Underststanding the text  exercise at p. 120.

Assignment 8

Describe the people that are mentioned on page 120. Write at least one sentence for each person.

Assignment 9

Do one of the following drawings:

the courtyard (p. 56 -57)

a map of the river, mark the places where something happens (p. 39 ff)

a scene you found especially moving

Assignment 10

Tom writes a letter to Chloe and she writes a letter to Tom (p. 72 and 74).

If you had helped Tom to write his letter, what would you have written?


Dear Chloe, ....

or

 If you had helped Chloe to write her letter to Tom, what would you have written?


Dear Tom, ....

Assignment 11

Tom and his Bible

You may write about

his reading problems

what it meant to him in times of trouble

situations in which he read from it himself and to others

Bible verses he may have read and found comforting, …

Assignment 12

Write a book review. Take these questions as a guideline.

Who wrote the book and when?

Write a summary of the plot

Who are the main characters?

What is the message of the book?

Did you like the book? Why or why not?Should others read it, too?

Extra (optional)

Many names in New Orleans are French. Legree and Cassy speak French. 

What is the reason for this? 










