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Summary
This article lists some of the issues that I have struggled with when teaching Information Technology. Hopefully they will spur teachers to think about what they are doing in the classroom and provide a useful dialog about how technology teachers tackle some of these issues and assumptions in the classroom. Feel free to email and suggest changes, corrections or other issues that you have found in your teaching of technical subjects. 
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The issues and dangers in Teaching Technology

The following points are my attempt to think about some of the issues that are important when discussing technology at Pacific Hills Christian School; primarily in the technology classroom but they can be equally valid for the use of technology in other subjects or even the use of technology by teachers and administration staff. 

1. There is no evil “thing”

There are a few key verses that I feel are important when discussing the ‘evilness’ of technology. Of course there is no reference to computers or spreadsheets or routers but the verses that follow are all talking about “stuff”. They all refer to different things in context but there is one key thread that I would like to draw from them. The first is Mark 7; this is the section that sees Jesus faced with criticism for not following the traditions of men. Jesus responds to this criticism with the words in verse 15 “There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man.” The second is from Romans 14, Paul is responding to the issue of liberty amongst Christians regarding the foods that they can eat and the days that they honour, he says in verse 14 “I know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that [there is] nothing unclean of itself:  but to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him [it is] unclean.”(KJV).

I would make the charge that as with all aspects of modern society there is no “evil” item, even an idol Paul says is nothing in 1 Corinthians 8:4. We therefore approach each item of technology more from the perspective of how we use it and why we use it, rather than if it is evil in itself.

2. Character is more important than connection speed

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the Glory of God” 

1 Cor 10:31.NIV

I titled this point “Character is more important than connection speed” to emphasise something that technology teachers are tempted to do. They are tempted to see their course as just about the teaching of skills and knowledge and not about character development. I have done this many times; as I think about this now I can hear myself telling my students “I’m not interested in the content of the article, but just that you can use the software to do it.” (for a DTP exercise for example)…… how could I be so naïve, of course it is important what the content of the article is and what the pictures are? Is it pornography? Is the article breaching copyright or defaming someone? As 1 Corithians 10 says; we are to do everything for the Glory of God, and as technology teachers we need to remind our students that the work they undertake in class is not just learning the skills but to use those skills in a way that glorifies God…. At the very least we short-change our students of learning opportunities when we set up technology tasks that are only concerned with skills and at the worst we perpetuate a thinking in the area of technology that we can do anything we want once we are in front of that screen as long it doesn’t hurt anyone else.

3. Faster is not better

There are two aspects that I want to raise with this point:

a. The first is that Technology has made it so fast and easy to access information that students need to be taught what is appropriate to do with that fast access. It is increasingly apparent that students use this access (Internet, Online Encyclopaedias) to plagiarise others work and it should be the role of the Technology teacher to not only teach how to access this information (which they do well) but to teach them what they can and can’t do with it.

b. The second point is that technophiles can be very materialistic and motivated by greed. They want the next big thing CPU’s, Internet Connections, Graphics Cards, game consoles. Technology is always getting smaller and faster and it can be tempting to be envious of the next big thing. Technology minded people need to be reminded that they are to be content with what they have; Heb 13:5 “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have,” As teachers we need to be preaching contentment not encouraging this greed in out students.

4. Learning in community

Technology classrooms are set up for individualistic, selfish teaching. We have one computer for one student and each student has a task or skill to learn and they do it alone on their machine. Even the students see themselves there to gain skills and knowledge for themselves, maybe a future career or skills for make life easier. We as technology teachers therefore need to continually reminding ourselves and therefore the students that the gifts that they have been given by God are to be used to bring Him Glory and build up His church. Ephesians 4:16 “From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” (NIV) To this end activities should be designed in such a way as to involve teamwork and the using of each students gifts to contribute to the whole. Activities that look beyond the individual student but encompass the broader Christian community are to be encouraged, examples might include creating websites that teach Primary students or creating a piece of software that meets a need in the Church, School or broader society.

5. Men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil

Jesus words in John 3:19 are telling statements when describing the “men” sitting in front of some of the computer screens at our schools. In my experience the above statement is very true. Computers are seen as a source of anonymity when doing certain things in “darkness”. The Internet is the major source of this pseudo-anonymity and therefore an area that Technology teachers need to concern ourselves with educating our young people about. The prolific nature of pornography and the widespread stealing of music over the Internet is a testimony to the truth that when people think that nobody sees and nobody can catch you, they will do things that they would not normally do. We need to remind our students that God will “bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men’s hearts” (1 Cor 4:5).

God Bless,
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