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Summary
Outside of the capital city Edinburgh, the majority of pupils in Scotland attend state funded schools either Non-denominational or Roman Catholic.  The ethos in the non-denominational schools elsewhere is dependant on the senior staff in the school and the area.  It can be neutral, very openly Christian or openly hostile.

There are good Christianity courses that can be taught as part of the 3-18 age group curriculum. These cover the beliefs of Christianity, other World Religions, Personal Search, Gender and Science and Religion.  For examples and a list of web sites, click here.

Christian teaching can also be introduced through links with the local Christian Community.  Scripture Union groups function in many schools.  These groups have many opportunities for linking up with local churches and for running mission weeks. In several areas in Scotland there are schools workers jointly funded by Scripture Union and the Church of Scotland.  This has lead to increased co-operation between Christian teachers in schools and the local churches.  
Contact can also be made with local churches through a ‘Church Crawl’.  For an outline for making this successful, please click here. 

5/6th year conferences provide opportunity for learning and the exchange of ideas.

There are many opportunities for chaplains and chaplaincy teams in Scottish schools.  
Reference to reality tests

These ideas have been trialled for a number of years and Religious, Moral and Philosophical studies are very popular with the students.

Suggestions for Making Christianity attractive in a mixed ability State Schools

The History of Christianity in Scottish Schools
1872 Education Act


It became mandatory to have Religious Observance and Religious Instruction in schools.

1972 Miller Report
Prior to this report Religious Instruction was poorly taught and poorly resourced.  Following the findings of this report Religious Education became an examinable subject under the direction of the Scottish Consultative Committee on Religious Education (Now Learning and Teaching Scotland).

1994

First ‘O’ Grade

1996
First ‘Higher’ Grade

1992
The Scottish Executive Education Department produced guidelines for the teaching of Religious and Moral Education to pupils aged 5-14.  They were to receive 15% of time allocation in primary school and 5% in secondary school.  The course content was to cover the teaching of Christianity, other world religions and ‘Personal Search’.  This is not always adhered to by schools.

2005
The Scottish Executive Education Department produced guidelines for the teaching of Religious and Moral Education to pupils aged 3-18.  These still include the teaching of religious and moral education as a distinct subject.

The Situation in 2006
Outside of the capital city Edinburgh the majority of pupils attend state funded schools either Non-denominational or Roman Catholic.  To the north of the country there is more of a Christian tradition and therefore Christianity is part of the Culture.  The ethos in the non-denominational schools elsewhere is dependant on the senior staff in the school and the area.  It can be neutral, very openly Christian or openly hostile.

There are great opportunities for Christian work in most schools:

There are good Christianity courses that can be taught as part of the 3-18 age group curriculum. These cover the beliefs of Christianity, other World Religions and Personal Search.  Of special interest is the inclusion of the Personal Search aspect.  Following are suggestions that aid the teaching of Christianity.

12-13 years core course. 1 lesson a week.

I have found that teaching about the life of Jesus is accepted very well by this age group but is less popular with older age groups unless they are doing certificate work.

In this year we also teach Creation Stories and Christian faith in action and the Incarnation.  

13-14 years core course.  1 lesson a week.

After many years of trialling Christianity courses with mixed ability pupils I finally have one that is popular!  We have taken points in the history of Christianity and linked them with theological concepts.

Starting on week one with the importance of the resurrection for Christians, emphasising beliefs about life after death, sins being forgiven and Jesus’ Spirit being present today, we then jump through Christian history linking it to Scottish Christians today.

There follows a series of story based lessons on the spread of Christianity, its arrival in Scotland with St Columba (A chance to learn about missionary work and try Celtic religious artwork), how the Bible came to be written (Dying for a book), the Reformation (Scotland has Celtic and Rangers football teams!), Social Reform (Elizabeth Fry), Standing up for beliefs (Bonhoeffer) and Faith in Action today (Glasgow City Mission’s Work).

The course is fast moving, Linked to their culture, full of story, full of Christian teaching, varied and is thoroughly enjoyed by the students.  Why not adapt the ideas and methods to make them relevant in your situation for teaching those lively 13-14 year olds.

Click here to see an example of one of the lessons.

14-16 year core course.  1 lesson a week

There are a number of different nationally accredited courses that are relevant and interesting for use with the 14-16 year age group.  At the school where I teach Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RE!), our 14-16 year old core course pupils come to us for a compulsory once a week lesson and take certificated unit courses on the ‘Nature of Belief’ and ‘Medical Ethics’.  In addition many choose to take a two year ‘Standard Grade’ course at this stage which takes a further 3 lessons a week.
To see some examples of work on suffering and evil: Jesus and Suffering (click here); Lisa Potts (click here); Problem of Suffering and Evil (click herehere); and Responses Closer to God (click ).  

16-18 year age group. 5 lessons a week

We have a high uptake of 16-18 year old pupils who sit a ‘Higher’ course which will give them accreditation for university.  This is Christian based covering such areas as: Christianity (The Human Condition, The Goals of Life and the Means to achieve these goals), Science and Religion and Religion and Gender.

We also offer Higher Philosophy which is very popular with students, for a further 5 lessons a week.
The course materials that I have produced for pupil use are interactive.  Pupils do not have text books that the can use and therefore work from the booklets we produce, writing additional notes and comments on them during the lessons.

For an example of part of a course that is used with pupils at this level: The Human Condition (click here) and Sin (click here).  The websites www.ltscotland.org.uk , www.sqa.org.uk and www.atres.org.uk can be used to find many of Scotland’s certificated courses, materials and suggested teaching approaches.

Christian teaching through links with the local Christian Community

· Scripture Union groups function in many schools.  These groups have many opportunities for linking up with local churches and for running mission weeks. In several areas in Scotland there are schools workers jointly funded by Scripture Union and the Church of Scotland.  This has lead to increased co-operation between Christian teachers in schools and the local churches.  

In November, after nine months planning, at the school I teach at we had our second school ‘Christian Focus Week’. This was funded and supported by local churches. A team made up of helpers from Scripture Union, local churches and full time outreach workers from ‘Vis a Vis’, a schools outreach organization, came into school and took Music, Drama, Social Education, Religious Education and Philosophy  lessons as well as lunchtime concerts.  They did not preach in school time, but taught the different subjects well with a Christian slant.  There was an evening outreach concert in the school hall and following on from that a Youth Alpha Group was set up in the nearest church hall.  This has proved very successful and is popular with students.

· Contact can also be made with local churches through a ‘Church Crawl’.  Outline for making this successful is attached (click here).
· Each year I hold a conference for senior students.  Pupils from other schools in the district are invited to attend and there are always more students than there are places.  We have workshops on different topics each year.  For example; the Christian view of sin / life after death, religion and gender, science and religion, the existence of God, philosophy’s contribution to the moral code etc.

I choose appropriate speakers that will relate to young people.  Bringing in outside speakers, if they are chosen very carefully can be a great way of opening up debate on Christian ideas.

· There are many opportunities for chaplains and chaplaincy teams in Scottish schools and there are many opportunities for Christian work in schools if it is done appropriately and sensitively.  



















