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Summary
The WebQuest is a guided activity which is a tool, useful for evaluation of the students’ activities, and helping them with the work, which is then assessed by the teacher.

The structure of the Webquest activity is: 

Introduction

Task

Process

Resources

Evaluation

Conclusion

This particular activity (see below) is related to a particular history topic, investigating the truth about the Romanian Revolution. However, it is an example which works on other subjects in the curriculum. It is a useful concept for assessment and evaluation.
Reference to reality tests

This material was presented as an assignment during a Master’s Programme at Philadelphia Biblical University, under Dr Dennis Mills. It was selected as an exemplary tool or model for the University’s annual exhibition of students’ work.
THE ROMANIAN REVOLUTION  (December 1989)

INTRODUCTION

This is a High School level History topic. Because there are so many interpretations about the Romanian Revolution, after 14 years, we still have a lot of questions concerning the truth. The high school’s students were so young during that time, so, it’s important to help them understand the real situation and the context of this movement. They need to understand the past and to have a clue about the present. This WebQuest may help them having a real image about the political changes happened during the time in our recent history.

TASK

You are a high school’s student and you are playing the role of an history analyst. You have to examine all documents, information, written observations, witnesses / evidences that are available and to answer to this very important question: “December 1989 – Revolution or Coup d’etat?”

This position has to be summarized in a 20-30 minutes audio-tape’s recorded documentary, which will include interviews with people who participated in the revolution, parents of people who were killed, your personal comments and conclusions. All the products of this project will be keeping in the school audio- tape’s library, to be used like resources for other students.

PROCESS

In order to have a suitable image about the phenomena that brought the people to this end, each student have to follow this plan for selecting the data:

1. The international context at the end of the Second World War 

2. The instauration of the communist regime in Romania (1944, 1947) 

3. The establishment and institutionalization of a singular party 

4. Political ascents in Romanian Communist Party 

5. The security system and political repression ( the phenomenon of Pitesti) 

6. Forms of anticommunist opposition 

7. A communist monarchy: Romania under Ceausescu 

8. 1989 in Romania – the foreign context, December 1989 (in Timisoara and Bucharest), the end of dictatorship, freedom 

9. Was there a revolution in December 1989? 

10. The historiography of the Romanian revolution of 1989 

All this information are needed for a better understanding of the context  (social, political and economical) in our country, before 1989. This means that you have to find the appropriate answers to the problems listed above, in short ideas, using for this task different procedures like: reading History text books, interview people who went over this period of time, access sites listed on Resources. You may find a lot of unuseful information, so, you need to select them and to keep only what are needed to answer to your task. 

After all researching, you will begin to summarize your findings and to pre-write your first draft that respond to the answer you are looking for. The answers by interviewing people have to be recorded, for the accuracy of your arguments. Finally, you need to record your short argument, blended it with the others information recorded. This product will be present for evaluation.

RESOURCES

1. All History text books written after 1990 (for points 1-7).

2. Lists with people from the Romanian Revolutionary Association, for interview (points 5-10).

3. Book which describe the role of the church during the Revolution: The Body – being light in the darkness, Charles Colson with Ellen Santilli Vaughn, 1992  

4. Sites for general informations about Revolution (all bellow for points 8-10):

http://www.timisoara.com/timisoara/r.html
http://www.karljones.com/history/europe/romania/romrev1989.asp
http://www.ceausescu.org/ceausescu_texts/revolution
5. Sites for articles and photos:

http://tcx.ro/~seba/photos
http://history.surfwax.com/files/Romanian_Revolution.html
http://www.worldandi.com/specialreport/1991/august/Sa18461.htm
http://www.onwar.com/aced/data/romeo/romania1989.htm
6. Sites for reflections on Revolution and anniversary:

http://www.frugalfun.com/prose.html
http://www.enzia.com/Pages/Rev2.html
http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~bm39/INFO652/Project/romanian_revolution.htm
7. Sites for electronic books:

http://www.elecbooks.com/preview.htm
8. Sites for comments about revolution or coup d’etat:

http://www.geocities.com/vnickdd/ro-coup.pdf
EVALUATION

Because there is not a “perfect” answer to the question required, the student’s projects will be evaluated based upon the following rubric:

	Elements of task


	Well
	Satisfactory
	Inadequate

	People interviewed
	At least 8 people who were interviewed
	Only 3-4 people interviewed
	No people or less than 2 interviewed

	Questions asked
	The questions were relevant and related with the subject 
	The questions were related with the subject but not so relevant
	The questions asked were no relevant for the project

	Witnesses recorded
	They seems to be very accurate, without any censorship
	The testimonies seems to be mangled
	There are no accurate testimonies

	Personal arguments
	They looks to be very logical and bounded together
	Logical but not so clearly bounded
	Not so clear or logically related

	Resources
	At least 10 sites examined and in addition, history books and people interviewed
	Less than 5 sites examined, few people interviewed and no history data
	Only few sites examined

	Structure and consistency
	All arguments are necessary and are concise (< 30 min); the structure is from known issues to unknown
	Arguments are diluted but necessary 
	Arguments are diluted, and many of them unnecessary


CONCLUSION

The project of each student will be considered like an important personal work which will give to each of them a kind of perspective about what’s true concerning the Romanian Revolution in 1989. The answer that they will get depends on how dilligent and serious they were on accomplishing the task. Because the problem is still a debate in our country, we have to let the historians to find their truth. But, I think that is our right to analyze and interpret the history using all resources available and to have our personal convictions. 



















