Title 
A Clean, Well Lighted Place, a short story by Ernest Hemingway.
Type of Material

Lesson plan, English as a foreign language. 

Target group

Asian university students. The students (18-20 years) have studied English for 6-8 years. May also be used in other EFL settings, e.g., Norway. 

Author and country of origin / contact

Mrs. Mona Gulbrandsen Bo, M.A., Norway.
Original language

English.

Summary

This lesson plan uses Hemingway`s short story A Clean Well Lighted Place to provoke discussion about the meaning of life.  Teacher and students will deal with values and teacher will be able to follow up with discussions later. The plan covers reading, speaking and writing. The plan introduces Biblical texts.

Reference to reality tests

This lesson plan was used by me in EFL teaching in Asia in the period of 1998-2004. It was mainly used on undergraduate students at an engineering college in Asia. The students` reactions were positive.
Sample lesson plan for Hemingway’s “A Clean Well-lighted Place”

Brief description and goal

This lesson uses Hemingway’s short story “A clean well lighted place” to provoke discussion about the meaning of life. Language skills worked on include reading, speaking, and writing. 

Level

Any ESL or EFL class, high intermediate, students who feel comfortable talking frankly with each other.

Plan

Objectives for the Lesson overall

Language Students will improve in their ability to read and get the main idea, and read and guess new words from context. Students will be able to productively use the structures: I believe that… and because in speech and writing.

Values: Students will identify the old waiter’s view of life, think about their own view of life, and compare the two. Both students who believe that life is meaningless and students that believe that life has meaning will be able to explain why they believe what they do. The teacher will be able to follow up in private discussion both kinds of students. Introduce texts from the Bible and spark interest in talking about own life, meaningfulness

Activities

Getting started. Put on the board: a) why would someone want to take 

His/her own life? b) What makes a person want to continue to go on living even though times are difficult? Write two short comments to these questions. Hand in your notes.

First reading. Instruct students: read this story by Hemingway (Background information: Takes place in Spain. What is a café – a bar? “Nada” = nothing in Spanish.) Think about how the characters in his story answered this question. Underline words or phrases you don’t understand.

Walk around the room to see what the students are underlining.

Understanding the basic story. Oral Q-A with teacher and students and student-student in pairs

Who are the characters in the story? Old man, two waiters, barman.
What do you know about them? Work in pairs and fill in as much as you know: Old man – tried to commit suicide, lives with niece, rich, widower, 80 years, deaf, dignified. Waiter, young - married, in a hurry, confident. Waiter, old - sympathetic to old man, not confident, “nada” has insomnia, barman.
Pairs call out answers and T writes on board.

Why does the old waiter and old man like a café rather than a bar? Light, clean.
Contrast the old and young waiters approach to life.

Questions: T explains some language based on what students have underlined and some advance thought:

Fear for his soul

Our Father

Hail Mary

Much vocabulary can be guessed in context. Encourage students to try it: EX. Suicide, kill himself, insomnia, lie in bed till daylight and finally sleep

Grammar seems simple.

Optional: bring in props, have students act out the story to really understand what is going on.

Discussing the story. Ask, does our class agree with the old waiter or the young one. 

More questions, whole class or groups. All questions or choose one)

Why do you think the old man wanted to commit suicide? Do you think old people should be able to take their life if they want to?

What does the old waiter mean by “all those who need a light for the night”?

What does the old waiter mean by saying everything is “nada”?

The waiter says, “it was not fear or dread”. Do you agree?

Do you identify with the old or the young waiter? Why?

Writing

Write a letter to the old waiter explaining whether you agree or disagree with his view of life and why?

More oral work
Mini debate Nada vs. reasons for living. Students choose sides. Waiters say “Its all nothing” and each student on the other side must give one reason for living ex. Family, love, god

Read Ecclesiastes, “All is vanity” and compare to “everything is nada” 

More reading: Homework, reflection, reading

Quotations:

“Only a life lived for others is the life worth while” (Albert Einstein, 20/6/1932 in The New York Times)

Proverbs chapter 3, verses 1 – 8.
Ecclesiastes chapter 3, verses 1 – 22.









