Title 
The Christmas Story.
Type of Material

Lesson plan, English as a foreign language. The plan covers 2 teaching lessons and homework.
Target group

Asian university students. The students (18-20 years) have studied English for 6-8 years. May also be used in other EFL settings, e.g., Norway. 

Author and country of origin / contact

Mrs. Mona Gulbrandsen Bo, M.A., Norway.
Original language

English.

Summary

In south-east Asia, I had to strictly follow the curricula given. However, there were opportunities for me to teach different topics and texts based on personal preferences. The challenge was to choose topics that were interesting to the students already, and which would lead them into spiritual reflection. At the same time, I had to be prepared to defend my choices of texts and topics and to claim their relevance. 

Teaching about Western holidays, Christmas in particular, is always popular and is very interesting to both students and faculty. This plan covers new vocabulary and grammar. It presents the Biblical Christmas story, another Christmas story and Christmas songs. One of my goals was to reveal that this is important to me as a human being and bring the story alive, so that the students would start thinking that this might be relevant for them too.

Reference to reality tests

This lesson plan was used by me in EFL teaching in Asia in the period of 1998-2004. It was mainly used on undergraduate students at an engineering college in Asia. The students` reactions were positive. In future I would include more group work and personal responses.
Lesson plan

Topic: Christmas

Level: Intermediate

Objective: Introduce new vocabulary and grammar, present Christmas traditions (Cultural), present the Biblical Christmas story.

Follow up: Christmas around the world, more Christmas songs, 

Plan:

Introduction: 
Present this topic in a relaxed and warm atmosphere. Light a candle, bring some ornaments or decorations that mean something to you. Let it shine through you that this is an important topic for you and that your desire is to bring it on to them because you care for them. God cared so much for us that He sent His son. That is what it is all about.

The Christmas story, Luke chapter 2, verses 1 – 20 from the Bible.
Material: Bibles or handouts.
Read the story twice for the students. Make sure you have practiced in advance. Act it out while you read.

Time: 20 minutes

The Christmas Story, Puzzle story.

Time: 25 minutes each part.

Christmas word puzzle, make one yourself.

In pairs

25 minutes

Silent night, song

Material, text sheet, tape recorder/CD player

Whole class

Time 15 minutes

Homework: The Ivory and Gold Tablecloth by Howard C. Schade

Who are the main characters in this story?

Does the story have parallels to the original Christmas story?

Why is Christmas important to Christian people?

Why is Christmas important to non Christian people?

What is the main holiday in your country?

Prepare to share with the class next time

Variations:   

The Internet version of this tale adds many additional details: the setting is Brooklyn, the tablecloth features an embroidered cross at its center, the woman identifies the tablecloth by her crocheted initials in one of its corners, the woman mentions that she had made the tablecloth 35 years earlier (which places the story in the mid-1970s), and the account is attributed to a "Pastor Rob Reid." (Almost certainly this Internet version was created by updating an existing story.) 

Origins:   True [image: image1.png]


or not, this is one fabulous story, containing many of the elements that make glurge so compelling: A lonely couple, separated by that greatest of evils (i.e., the Nazis), each unaware of the other's fate, is brought together again on the holiest of holidays by a man of the cloth. The key to their reunion is an ordinary object that no one else valued, and the chain of events unfolds due to an amazingly serendipitous series of circumstances. If only a storm hadn't knocked a hole in the church wall, if only someone else had bought the tablecloth, if only the woman hadn't happened to be standing outside the church at just the right moment, if only her long-lost husband hadn't coincidentally been a member of that particular church, the couple might never have found each other again. Of course, to those of us who believe in miracles, all of this was no mere coincidence; it was purposefully directed through the actions of a loving God. 

What do we know of this tale? It's called "The Ivory and Gold Tablecloth," it was written by Howard C. Schade, it was printed in Alice Gray's Christmas Stories for the Heart in 1998, and it reportedly first appeared in the December 1954 issue of Reader's Digest. Since the story is undated, our not knowing its original publication date makes it all the more intriguing, as we have no idea how long the couple has been apart. The few details contained in the tale seem to indicate that the couple separated sometime after the German annexation of Austria (also known as the Anschluss) in 1938, which means that if their story had been written by 1954, they could not have been split up for more than sixteen years. Certainly sixteen years is a tragically long time to be separated from one's spouse, but if this story had taken place in the 1970s, for example, the couple would have been apart for nearly forty years! 

As for verifying the truth of this remarkable tale, we don't have much to go on. The story as presented mentions no dates, no names, no locations -- no starting point whatsoever for a search. If Howard C. Schade is still alive we might be able to track him down and ask him about it, but short of that, this is truly a tale of faith. 

The Christmas Story

This material is for presenting cultural information about Christmas through a communicative jigsaw activity.

LEVEL: Intermediate

TIME: 25 minutes per story

MATERIALS: Four short stories presenting the story of Christmas.

PROCEDURE: Because this is an intermediate class, most of the students are likely to be familiar with the story line. Therefore, begin by soliciting from the class a general outline of the Christmas story. This may require some prompting. Make some notes on the board to provide a general flow of the events in the story.

Next, have the class break into groups of four or five. Depending on the amount of time available, you may want to give each group a different part of the story (there are four parts) and then ask them to summarise their part for the rest of the class. Alternatively, you could have all the groups work through all parts.

Each of the handouts has been divided into sections. Cut up the handout into sections, handing out the pieces for a given handout to a given group. The students are to work together in their groups, trying to put the sections together in the correct order. Be sure not to cut in such a way that the students compare edges of paper rather than story content.

Each person in a given group should take at least one section of the handout. Some may need to take two sections. Start by having each student read their section (silently) and grasp the main idea. Note that the first section of each handout includes the title. Once all the members of a group have read their sections, have the person holding the ''title'' section read his/her aloud to the group. The other members should listen carefully and then decide if the section they are holding comes next. That person should then read his/her section, continuing on in this manner until the article is fully assembled (you may want to have tape available for students to use in re-connecting their handout). If two people think they hold the section that should follow, both students should read their sections aloud, and then the group should work together in deciding which section follows best,

Each handout also has a list of vocabulary words which may be new to the students. These words have been italicised and underlined in the text. Definitions are provided, though mixed-up, as part of an exercise at the bottom of each handout. After getting the handouts in the correct order, have the groups complete the vocabulary exercise associated with their part of the story. Encourage students to guess at the meanings using context or process of elimination. If this fails, they should consult the teacher for some clues, and as a LAST resort, their dictionaries. You may want to give two copies of the vocabulary exercises to the group, so that all the students in one group don't have to work off of just one copy.

You may want to consider making all the stories available for all the students at the end of class, or offer a master set of the four stories to the class for them to use in making copies for themselves.

Key for vocabulary exercises:

The Angel Comes, to Mary:

1. E   2. G   3. H   4. K   5. C   6. A   7. I   8. B   9. D   10. F

The Birth of Jesus:

1. I   2. E   3. G   4. F   5. H   6. K   7. C   8. D   9. A   10. B

The Shepherds:

1. H   2. K   3. E   4. B   5.I   6. A   7. C   8. D   9. F   10. G
The Wise Men:
1. F   2. I   3. G   4. B   5. K   6. E   7. A   8. M   9. C   10. D   11. G
The Christmas Story 
Part 1: The Angel Comes to Mary

In the small town of Nazareth in the land of Galilee (the northern part of present-day Israel), there lived a woman named Mary, She was engaged to a carpenter named Joseph, who was a good and honest man. One day, while Mary was alone, Gabriel, an angel from God, appeared before her.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mary fell to her knees in fear; but the angel said: "Don't be afraid, Mary, because God has sent me to you to do good." Gabriel then told her that she would have a son, whose name would be Jesus. "He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the most high God." the angel said.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mary asked the angel, "How can this happen, since I am a virgin?" Gabriel replied, "The conception of the child will be a holy one, for God has chosen you, Mary, to be the mother of His son. The child will grow to be a king whose kingdom will last forever in the hearts of people everywhere!"

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mary meekly replied, "May it be to me as you have said:" meaning that she accepted the role that God had chosen for her. The angel left her.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
When Mary told Joseph about the angel who had come to her, the poor carpenter was hurt. He found it hard to believe such a strange story. He prepared to break the engagement.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
But Joseph had a dream, and in that dream the angel of God told him that his future wife. Mary, would give birth to a son who was sent by God to save people from their sins. After his dream, Joseph understood that God had a purpose for him, too: he must take care of Mary and her son, who would be the child of God.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. _____ engaged /engagement 
A. - the moment life is created within a woman

2. _____ carpenter 

B. - something or someone who is very special for religious reasons

3. _____ angel 


C. - a woman who has not slept (had sex) with a man
4. _____ appeared 

D. - to receive; be willing to take

5. _____ virgin 


E. - when two people have agreed that they want to marry

6. _____ conception 

F. - something you do that breaks (not obey) a religious law

7. _____ meek 


G. - someone who builds things with wood

8. _____ holy 


H. - a heavenly being; God's helper

9. _____ accept 


I. - kind; gentle; not mean or harsh

10. ____ sin 


K. - come into view so that you can see clearly

The Christmas Story

Part 2: The Birth of Jesus

Soon, Mary and Joseph were married. For the next few months, life was not too different for the young couple. Then the Emperor Augustus, away in Rome, made a decision which would change everything for Mary arid Joseph. He wanted to make a register, of all the people in his Empire, He said that everyone must return to their home to be counted.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joseph was a descendant of King David, so Bethlehem (where David was born) was Joseph's home town. The baby was almost due, but there was nothing for them to do but to make the seventy-mile journey by road. After hasty preparations the couple set out.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A few days later they were happy to reach Bethlehem and have a chance to rest. But their troubles were not over, for the town was full of travellers arriving to register for the census. The streets of Bethlehem were full of people like Joseph and Mary, looking for a place to stay. The couple were not rich and knew no one Everywhere they were told the same thing; "No more room. Try somewhere else."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Joseph knew that the baby might begin to come at any time. He pleaded with the inn-keeper to give them somewhere - anywhere - to stay. The best he could offer was his stable, where the visitors' donkeys and his own animals were kept. Joseph cleared a space for Mary, carried in their few belongings and filled a feed-box with clean straw. Then he unpacked their bedrolls and the tired travelers prepared for sleep. At least they were safe and warm, in Bethlehem, David's city.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
It was in the stable that Mary felt the pains that told her the baby was coming. Joseph prepared for the birth as best he could, comforting Mary as she waited for her first child. They were both filled with joy when the baby was born. Sure enough, it was a boy, as God had promised. Just as everyone did in those days, they washed the baby, rubbed his body with salt and placed him in a square of cloth, folding the comers over his sides and feet. Then, wrapping Jesus snugly in a log strip of cloth, they put him in the feed-box to sleep.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. _____ Emperor
A. - tightly; not loose.

2. _____ register

B. - a thin, narrow piece of something (usually paper or cloth).

3. _____ Empire

C. - ask with very strong feeling (Please, PLEASE, PLEASE!!!!!!).

4. _____ descendant
D. - the things which are yours (they belong to you).

5. _____ hasty

E. - process of giving name or other information for official purpose.

6. _____ census

F. - your children and your children's children, etc.

7. _____ plead

G. - area controlled by an Emperor.

8. _____ belongings
H. - quickly.

9, _____ snugly    
I.  - king of a large area, including several kingdoms.

10. ____ strip

K. - the process of counting- the number of people in a city, region, country.

The Christmas Story

Part 3: The Shepherds

While the baby was being born, the rest of the town prepared for sleep. But out on the Bethlehem hills the shepherds were awake, talking quietly and watching for wolves. Suddenly, above them the black sky was bright with a blinding light. Normally it took a lot to make these countrymen afraid. But now they were petrified. From the centre of the light, an angel spoke to them.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The angel said, "Don't be afraid. Tonight in Bethlehem, your Saviour was born - Jesus, the Christ. If you want proof, you will find a new-born baby in the town, wrapped up and lying in a feed-box in a stable!"

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The shepherds were confused, as well as .frightened. "The Christ? Born here? In a stable?" They questioned each other. But before they had time to think more, they were startled by a great army of heaven's angels, which filled the whole sky. Thev were singing: "Great is God in the highest heaven! Peace on earth to men!"

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The shepherds had never heard such music. When the angels had gone and the last echo of music could no longer be heard, the shepherds crowded together "Why are we waiting?" They asked each other. "We must go into Bethlehem and find this baby."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Immediately the shepherds ran down into the town, searched until they found the stable and the new-born baby. There they blurted out everything they had seen and heard. They were even more excited now, because they could see that it was all true. After a while the shepherds had to get back to their sheep. But they were so happy they went back singing to God as loud as they could! They wanted to tell everyone the good news. "The promised Saviour has been born - here in Bethlehem," they said.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. _____ blinding
A. - the sound which bounces back (for example in the mountains).

2. _____ petrified
B. - not understanding clearly.


3. _____ proof

C. - to look for something.


4. _____ confused
D. - to speak out quickly and with excitement.


5. _____ startled

E. - something which shows that another thing is true.

6, _____ echo

F. - a little time.


7. _____ search

G. - say you CERTAINLY will do or give something in the future.


8. _____ blurted out
H. - so bright you can't see.


9. _____ a while

I. - surprised.


10. ____ promise
K. - very, VERY AFRAID!!!


The Christmas Story

Part 4: The Wise Men

On the night the angels appeared to the shepherds, something else happened to tell the world of the birth of God's Son. A very bright new star appeared in the night sky. Far away to the East the star was seen by Persia's great astrologers, men who studied the planets and stars. As soon as they saw this new one, they were very excited. Their ancient writings told them that a star like this meant someone important had been born. The star seemed to be over Palestine, a Roman province to the southwest. Someone of great significance to the world was probably born there - perhaps a king. They must see him and bring him gifts.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Preparing a train of camels, carriers, servants and guards, they left on a long journey to Jerusalem, capital city of Palestine. The journey was long, hard and sometimes dangerous. When the travellers finally arrived in Jerusalem, they were surprised to find the city quiet. There were no celebrations, or dancing in the streets. In fact, no one seemed to know anything about the special baby. The wise men asked many people and soon everyone in the city was talking about the Persian astrologers. "Perhaps it is true," they whispered among themselves, "that the real king of the Jews has been born."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Very soon King Herod the Great, heard the news about the astrologers. "What do the ancient writers say about this king they are looking for?" he demanded. "The writer Micah says that the king will be born in Bethlehem," answered his advisers. King Herod feared for his throne. Immediately he made a plan. He brought the wise men to a secret meeting in the palace. Then he told the wise men, "Our ancient writers tell us that the great leader will be born in Bethlehem. I want you to go and find him. Then let me know where he is and I will follow you." King Herod then dismissed the wise men and waited.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The wise men left King Herod, on the last part of their journey. Suddenly, the star that they had seen far away in Persia reappeared in the sky. It seemed to be calling them on as they approached Bethlehem. They followed. It was not difficult to find the house where Mary and Joseph were staying. When they saw the child they were overjoyed. This was the young king they had come to welcome, All three of the wise men knelt down and worshipped Jesus. With great ceremony their gifts were brought in and laid at the feet of the young child. Gold, for a king; frankincense, the beautiful perfume for a man of God; myrrh, the spice for sorrow and death. The One who made the world had become a man, born in a stable in Bethlehem.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. _____ planet

A. - seat on which a King sits when people stand before him.


2. _____ ancient

B. - a long trip.


3. _____ significance
C. - give permission (allow) someone to leave (usually done
by a leader)

4. _____ journey

D. - come closer and closer


5. _____ whisper
E. - people who help give leaders ideas on what to do.


6. _____ advisers
F. - large body which circles the sun (earth is the 3rd closest to the sun).


7. _____ throne

G. -very, VERY HAPPY!!!!!


8. _____ secret

H. - being very important.


9. _____ dismiss

I. - from a long, long time before (500 years or more).


10, ____ approach
K. - to speak in a soft, quiet voice.


11, ____ overjoyed
M. - something you don't want other people (or not many) to
know.










