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Title 
The Christmas Story.
Type of Material

Lesson plan, English as a foreign language. The plan covers 2 teaching lessons and homework.
Target group

Asian university students. The students (18-20 years) have studied English for 6-8 years. May also be used in other EFL settings, e.g., Norway. 

Author and country of origin / contact

Mrs. Mona Gulbrandsen Bo, M.A., Norway.
Original language

English.

Summary

In south-east Asia, I had to strictly follow the curricula given. However, there were opportunities for me to teach different topics and texts based on personal preferences. The challenge was to choose topics that were interesting to the students already, and which would lead them into spiritual reflection. At the same time, I had to be prepared to defend my choices of texts and topics and to claim their relevance. 

Teaching about Western holidays, Christmas in particular, is always popular and is very interesting to both students and faculty. This plan covers new vocabulary and grammar. It presents the Biblical Christmas story, another Christmas story and Christmas songs. One of my goals was to reveal that this is important to me as a human being and bring the story alive, so that the students would start thinking that this might be relevant for them too.

Reference to reality tests

This lesson plan was used by me in EFL teaching in Asia in the period of 1998-2004. It was mainly used on undergraduate students at an engineering college in Asia. The students` reactions were positive. In future I would include more group work and personal responses.
Lesson plan

Topic: Christmas

Level: Intermediate

Objective: Introduce new vocabulary and grammar, present Christmas traditions (Cultural), present the Biblical Christmas story.

Follow up: Christmas around the world, more Christmas songs, 

Plan:

Introduction: 
Present this topic in a relaxed and warm atmosphere. Light a candle, bring some ornaments or decorations that mean something to you. Let it shine through you that this is an important topic for you and that your desire is to bring it on to them because you care for them. God cared so much for us that He sent His son. That is what it is all about.

The Christmas story, Luke chapter 2, verses 1 – 20 from the Bible.
Material: Bibles or handouts.
Read the story twice for the students. Make sure you have practiced in advance. Act it out while you read.

Time: 20 minutes

The Christmas Story, Puzzle story.

Time: 25 minutes each part.

Christmas word puzzle, make one yourself.

In pairs

25 minutes

Silent night, song

Material, text sheet, tape recorder/CD player

Whole class

Time 15 minutes

Homework: The Ivory and Gold Tablecloth by Howard C. Schade

Who are the main characters in this story?

Does the story have parallels to the original Christmas story?

Why is Christmas important to Christian people?

Why is Christmas important to non Christian people?

What is the main holiday in your country?

Prepare to share with the class next time

Variations:   

The Internet version of this tale adds many additional details: the setting is Brooklyn, the tablecloth features an embroidered cross at its center, the woman identifies the tablecloth by her crocheted initials in one of its corners, the woman mentions that she had made the tablecloth 35 years earlier (which places the story in the mid-1970s), and the account is attributed to a "Pastor Rob Reid." (Almost certainly this Internet version was created by updating an existing story.) 

Origins:   True [image: image1.png]


or not, this is one fabulous story, containing many of the elements that make glurge so compelling: A lonely couple, separated by that greatest of evils (i.e., the Nazis), each unaware of the other's fate, is brought together again on the holiest of holidays by a man of the cloth. The key to their reunion is an ordinary object that no one else valued, and the chain of events unfolds due to an amazingly serendipitous series of circumstances. If only a storm hadn't knocked a hole in the church wall, if only someone else had bought the tablecloth, if only the woman hadn't happened to be standing outside the church at just the right moment, if only her long-lost husband hadn't coincidentally been a member of that particular church, the couple might never have found each other again. Of course, to those of us who believe in miracles, all of this was no mere coincidence; it was purposefully directed through the actions of a loving God. 

What do we know of this tale? It's called "The Ivory and Gold Tablecloth," it was written by Howard C. Schade, it was printed in Alice Gray's Christmas Stories for the Heart in 1998, and it reportedly first appeared in the December 1954 issue of Reader's Digest. Since the story is undated, our not knowing its original publication date makes it all the more intriguing, as we have no idea how long the couple has been apart. The few details contained in the tale seem to indicate that the couple separated sometime after the German annexation of Austria (also known as the Anschluss) in 1938, which means that if their story had been written by 1954, they could not have been split up for more than sixteen years. Certainly sixteen years is a tragically long time to be separated from one's spouse, but if this story had taken place in the 1970s, for example, the couple would have been apart for nearly forty years! 

As for verifying the truth of this remarkable tale, we don't have much to go on. The story as presented mentions no dates, no names, no locations -- no starting point whatsoever for a search. If Howard C. Schade is still alive we might be able to track him down and ask him about it, but short of that, this is truly a tale of faith. 










