Title 
Tears in Heaven by Eric Clapton.
Type of Material

Lesson plan, English as a foreign language. The plan covers 1 teaching lesson and homework.
Target group

Asian university students. The students (18-20 years) have studied English for 6-8 years. May also be used in other EFL settings, e.g., Norway. 

Author and country of origin / contact

Mrs. Mona Gulbrandsen Bo, M.A., Norway.
Original language

English.

Summary

This lesson plan uses a famous song as a background and appetizer. The objective is to teach new vocabulary, some grammar and to create an interest in talking about life in general, life after death, and the hard things in life. The students are asked to look at and compare the Islamic and Christian views on heaven. 

I have found it useful to use popular songs in EFL teaching. The songs are often known by the students already and playing music helps to create a relaxed atmosphere in the classroom. In this case, I also spend some time talking about Eric Clapton and how he is presented in the media.
Reference to reality tests

This lesson plan was used by me in EFL teaching in Asia in the period of 1998-2004. It was mainly used on undergraduate students at an engineering college in Asia. The students` reactions were positive. 
Lesson plan

Topic: Tears in Heaven
Level: Intermediate

Students: Han and Hui Chinese

Time 2 x 45 minutes

Objective: New vocabulary, Grammar “If”, pronunciation (d+y), heaven, eternal life, what happens after death. Reflection

Introduction: Write on the board “heaven”. Ask the Students to write two words and sentences that come to their mind.

First listen: This is a song about what one person thinks of heaven. His name is Eric Clapton. The song won a Grammy award in 1993.

Students listen to the song

Second listen: Students listen to song with gapped text, fill in the blanks. Twice?

Explanation: Who is the ‘you’ in the song? Who is Clapton writing for?

Clapton wrote the song after his 4-year-old son died. He died a tragic death, actually he fell out of a building.

Third listen and comprehension check: Students listen and read along if desired and answer the following questions True or False on handout, OHT or board)

The singer knows exactly what heaven is like. (No, he uses if)

The singer knows he has to live on earth now, not heaven (yes, carry on, don’t belong)(alternative interpretation, the singer doesn’t think he`ll ever be in heaven???)

Ït is easy for the singer to live on earth now (No, carry on, break your heart, bring you down)

Check answers by referring stud. Teach vocabulary and phrases if necessary.

Reading Students read short passages on Islamic and Christian  views of heaven. Teacher circulates and deals with comprehension problems on an individual basis on a class basis if they seem widespread.

Writing: Choose one of the following and write a paper comparing and contrasting them:

The singer’s view on heaven

The Christian view on heaven

The Muslim view on heaven

Your view on heaven

Grammar

This song has the word ‘If’. Remember that one use of ‘If’ is to talk about things that are unreal or untrue at the time.

If I had a million dollars, I would travel around the world.

Do I have a million dollars? No, that’s not real. The ‘if’ verb is in the past form. The other verb form is would + verb. Add personalized examples: If Song had a job, he would be happy.

Chinese Rugou wo you de tian, wo qu kan ni

Pronunciation: How does Clapton pronounce ‘would you’? Can you find another example of the d+y in the song?

Word Rose

In groups, write one sentence using the words below:

Heart, help, peace, strong, belong, heaven, tears, hand, door

Vocabulary/idioms

‘Bring you down’ means …?
‘Bend your knees’ means …?
Answer the questions:

Who is Eric talking to in the first 4 lines?

What is he saying in these lines?

How could he do/know this? By….

But he can’t do this because…

What does “I must be strong and carry on” mean?

What other line has a similar meaning?

What does ‘beyond the door’ refer to?

What does ‘Cause I know I don’t belong in heaven’ mean? Is this already answered?

Who belongs in heaven?










