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Summary
Christian schools in the UK are free to develop their own programmes of study. In our course we seek to show the students that beliefs and life are integrated. People act upon what they believe in their hearts. So rather than teach about other religions through a study of their festivals we have developed a syllabus that enabled us to look at the deeply held beliefs of selected countries and show how they affect their day to day lives – outworked in all aspects of life.

So through a course of study which includes countries and regions as wide ranging as Canada, the Caribbean, Japan, China, India, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, and parts of the previous USSR, we look not only at the history and geography but at their foundational roots and how these are outworked in all aspects of life. Through the course the students get to know the strengths and weaknesses of these belief systems, and this opens up the truth of the way presented to us through the Bible.
For some sample worksheets on ‘The Stans’ in Central Asia India, and South Africa, and also an information sheet on Communism, see below. 
For details of further worksheets on these and other topics, please contact Hilary Jones at hilaryjones@jyotijon.globalnet.co.uk. 
Reference to reality tests

Used over the past sixteen years, within the school and shared with others. It is taught mainly by geography, history and Religious Studies teachers but this is not essential.
January 2006 World Views Y7-8  Central Asia. The Stans.

What God is doing in Central Asia?

Aim for lessons.

a)To use your information pack and the information sheets from Operation World to compile a 'dossier' about the changes taking place in the lives of the people of Central Asia.

b)To compare these 7 nations. 
Work through the question sheet.

1. Draw your own sketch map to show the location of the 7 'stans'. You will need to use an atlas and the oblique relief map on page 3 of your information pack. Remember that your aim is to show the countries in relation to one another and their position in Asia. Some of you may decide to do a large scale and a small scale sketch map.

2. Each country is described as 'The most ……' Choose one country and explain how the author has reached this conclusion.

3. Find and name the capital of each nation. Make a list and write one fact about each capital.

4. On page 2 we look at issues of Stewardship. What are the common factors shared by these countries?

5. On page 3 we find out the main problems for these 7 nations. Can you find one major problem that each country is facing. Make a list, with at least one sentence about the problems of each separate country. You will need to look through the whole pack to answer this question properly.

6. What joined these countries together in the millennium before Christ? (page 2-3)

7. Which religions have had an historic influence on these 7 countries? (page 3)

8. Which mighty conquerors from the list at the top of page 3 are mentioned in the Bible? Find a reference in the Bible to 2 of them.

9. Read the two pages about Afghanistan. Draw your own bubble diagram to show the main changes in Afghanistan since 1963.

10.Record in a graph the ethnic group percentages in Afghanistan, (see page 5.)
World Views. Module 3 November 2002. Y7-8. 
India Today
In module one, we looked at the founding of the modem state of India and the role that Mahatma Gandhi played in this as a freedom fighter, committed to a policy of non-violence.

In module two, we looked at the Sikh religion and the values and world view of the Sikh believers. We began to look at the Hindu religion and the languages that have grown out of Sanskrit.

In this module we will begin to find out about India in the 21st century and look at what the main influences are in how people live in India today.

Using your information sheets and the text book answer these questions.

1. Why were Indian people dissatisfied with British rule by 1915?

2. What foundation did Hinduism lay for Indian society today/

3. Explain what happened when the Moghul emperors came to India.

4. How did the British change the Indian ways of life? (Think about railways, buildings, laws and links with Europe)

5. What happened to the original land of India in 1947?

6. How does partition affect the lives of people in the Indian Subcontinent today?

7. Write about India's fight against poverty. Give facts and figures.

8. How is Operation Mobilisation helping the Dalit community?

World Views Y 7-8 Spring Term 2002   
Communism

DEFINITION:-

Communism is a political system or social organisation based on common property or the equal distribution of wealth.

This term is also used for political programmes and movements inspired by Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin. Their principles sought to bring about such types of political organisation.

The origins of communism lie deep in Western Christian thinking. Sir Thomas More (beheaded by Henry VIII for refusing to accept him as the Head of the Church of England) wrote a book called Utopia, in 1515. It suggested a pagan and communistic city state based on the Greek model. He was sick of the fighting amongst the supposed Christian European countries and wanted a state run by reason and thinking and not by faith.

Communism acquired a new meaning in 1848 with the publication of the Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. They believed that Communism could happen all over the globe at the same time, not just in small isolated city states. They said that communism would naturally occur as an historical process. They tried to start a major revolution so that working class people could appropriate wealth and every one become equal. The 1848 revolutions failed.

Lenin came to power in Russia in 1917. He thought that the working class was unable to bring about a social revolution on its own but that a group of revolutionaries was needed. These became called the Bolsheviks.

Russia has known little but autocracy or tyranny since it became a country in the 8th century AD. The Tsarist Empire collapsed in 1917 after the Bolshevik Communist revolution. Russia dominated the USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) from its founding in 1922. The Communist leadership exploited the ordinary Russian people and the ethnic groups of the satellite states, which it seized or controlled.

The spectacular collapse of communism without any bloodshed in 1990-91, was a direct answer to prayer. The ideology which sought to destroy Christianity was defeated through the prayers of Christians. The Russian Federation is a complex patchwork of republics, regions, territories and districts. All have suffered severely through Russian Imperial conquest, Communist oppression, cultural oppression, crude russification and the imposition of Russian Orthodoxy. Some have survived ethnic cleansing and deportations under Stalin.
World Views, South Africa. Worksheet 2. April 2004

1. Write a paragraph about a) Steve Biku, b)Nelson Mandela.

2. Explain what the word 'Apartheid' means.

3. Why is South Africa called a 'rainbow nation'?

4. Draw and colour the South African flag.

5. Make a list of the capitals of the 9 new provinces.

6. Look at the lists of farming products for the regions .Can you find 3 things which are grown or produced in at least 4 regions.(I suggest you use your highlighters or colouring pencils to mark them out before you make this smaller list.)

7. Again use your highlighter to mark the population numbers for each province. Which province has the largest population?

8. Which province is the largest in AREA?

9. Can you name 5 different languages spoken in South Africa as a whole?

10. Describe an African township in South Africa. Use the reference books for this question.


















