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Author and country of origin / contact

Wolfgang Reuter, Germany.
Georg-Müller-Schule, Detmolder Straße 284, 33605 Bielefeld, Germany

w.reuter@gms-net.de.

Original language

Teacher's notes in German, students' material in English.

Summary

I have adapted the compulsory teaching unit on globalisation to the specific needs of my students. I had to take into consideration the fact that the same topic is and has been dealt with in other subjects such as Geography and Social Studies as well.

The teaching unit begins with a brainstorming session; then the students are asked to interview people (Christians and non-Christians) about their attitudes to globalisation. The following three lessons deal with the economic foundations of globalisation. This is followed by an encounter with a Christian businessman who works for a global company; economic as well as moral issues are discussed.

The next few lessons are dedicated to individual projects, whether from a Christian perspective or not. The teaching unit is concluded by a relatively formal debate, in which students are expected to either support or oppose globalisation.
Materials used include a book on business and newspaper and internet articles; methods include brainstorming, analysis, interview, project work and debate.

Reference to reality tests

Used at Georg Müller Comprehensive School, Bielefeld, Germany: February-April 2006.

Experience: Positive students' reactions, especially favourable responses to: brainstorming (lesson 1), meeting a global player (lesson 6), debate (lessons 15 and 16).

Unterrichtsreihe Globalisation im Englischunterricht des 12. Jahrgangs
Übersicht

(1)   
What do you know about globalisation?

(2)   
What do people think about globalisation?

Ask three people of your choice (Christians and non-Christians), collect statements, write them on A6    cards. During the lesson: Arrange the cards, find categories, put cards on pro or con side.

(3-5)   
Economic foundations of globalisation

Studying extracts from “The World Is Flat” by Thomas L. Friedman (2005)

Information, vocabulary, text analysis: contents, attitude

(6)   
Meeting a global player: talk and interview

(7-10)   
Project work:

Work on one aspect of globalisation. Keep a project journal. Be prepared to present your work in a five-minute talk using audio-visual media. (You can use the school library, resort to the internet as well as interview experts.)

(11-13) Presentations and discussion

(14)   
Globalisation – a divine strategic set-up? Article at www.globaladvance.org/index.cfm/pageID/889/index.html.
(15-16) 
A debate on globalisation

Homework: Write a fervent essay / article for or against globalization.

Lesson: Read essays within your group, select article to be read out at beginning of the debate, decide on a strategy for the debate. – Debate.

(17)
Looking back (optional) (undkurs durchaus auf deutsch).









